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trust the King's Grace shall have great comfort in her Grace.
For she is as toward a child, and as gentle of conditions, as ever
I knew any in my life. Jesu preserve her Grace!' The lack of
clothes, distressing as Lady Bryan made it seem, was a misfor-
tune that might have befallen the household at any time. It
was no sign that Anne Boleyn's fate had weakened Henry's affec-
tion for his daughter. He was much too good a parent, and
Elizabeth's precocious intelligence endeared her still more
to him. At six years old, it was said, she had as much gravity
as if she had been forty. 'If she be no worse educated/
Secretary Wriothesley wrote, * she will be an honour to woman-
hood.'

The love that a child needs was not lacking. Especially in her
stepmother Catherine Parr, Elizabeth found a second mother;
and even her sister Mary's attitude changed, for the death of
Catherine of Aragon followed closely by the execution of Anne
Boleyn, prepared the way for a general reconciliation. Mary
found it painful to submit to her father, no half-measures being
tolerated; but her cousin, the Emperor, needing Henry's politi-
cal support, urged her to give way, and in July 1536 she did.
Outwardly the submission was complete, but she treasured her
real thoughts in the secret places of the heart. No longer was-
there any irksome injunction to call her sister c Princess', and
instead of having to pay court to Elizabeth, Mary was given a
suite of attendants of her own, as became a king's daughter, and
shared a common household in which she was now the senior
partner. Her natural affection was able to find its voice: *My
sister Elizabeth', she wrote to her father, 'is such a child
toward as I doubt not but your Highness shall have cause to*
rejoice of in time to come.'

The two sisters were frequently at Court. They were present
in October 1537, at the christening of the prince, Edward,
whom God, in His great goodness, had sent to console Henry,
a consolation the more important since his illegitimate son, the
Duke of Richmond, had died. Mary was lady godmother,
Elizabeth bore the richly garnished chrisom or baptismal robe,
but on account of her tender age had to be borne herself by two